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Christmas Cards For Families 
I want to thank the junior high teens 
who handmade Christmas cards a few 
weeks ago at the end of one of our 
faith formation classes. The cards 
were included with the Jesse Tree 
gifts, which we provided to 9 local 
families in need. Through those cards, 
you shared your heart and faith, and 
that is truly a gift and a blessing 
beyond measure. Thank you! 
 

Faith Formation Schedule  
There will be NO faith formation 
classes on December 25 or January 1. 
We will meet again for class on 
January 8, 2023. The rest of the 
schedule for this year’s faith 
formation classes is as follows: 

 JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29 
 FEBRUARY 5, 12, 19, 26 
 MARCH 5, 12, 19 
 APRIL 2, 16, 23, 30 
 MAY 7 

 

A Big Thank You To Wendy Langer  
I am so grateful to Wendy Langer for 
assisting with the junior high class this 
faith formation year. There are times 
when I cannot be in the junior high 
class because I have parent meetings 
in preparation for First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion for our 
second grade students. Wendy has 
stepped up and taught the class the 
three times that has happened so far 
this year. I truly appreciate all of the 
catechists in St. Charles’ faith 
formation classes. What a blessing! 

 
INSTAGRAM: 

stcharles.parish.peru 

Christmas and the Fish: a Sign of the Time 
 

 

A visit from St. Nicholas… 
decorated Christmas trees… 
wrapped presents with bows… 
yep, it’s nearly December 25. 
Have you ever stopped to think 
about the many signs and 
symbols related to Christmas? 
Things like the star of 
Bethlehem, the nativity scene, 
and Christmas trees topped 
with an angel or star. However, 
maybe we should add FISH to 
that list. No, not halibut or salmon! I’m talking about the sign of the fish. You 
know the one. You can frequently see it on the backs of cars. While the fish 
symbol is generally understood to be associated with Christianity, believe it or 
not – it really encapsulates the meaning of Christmas. 
 

In the early church, the sign of the fish was an important symbol. In Greek, the 
language of the early church, the word for fish is “IXOUS” (pronounced 
“ichthus”). The term became an acronym for four great truths of the faith. 

 

“I” represents Iesous, which is translated “Jesus.” Luke recorded the 
words of the angel talking to Mary: “You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 
 

“X” portrays Xristos, which means “Christ.” Again Luke included the 
words of the angel spoken to the shepherds. In reference to the birth 
of Jesus the angel announced, “He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
 

“O” represents theos, which is translated “God.” It is followed by “U,” 
which represents uios, “Son.” Taken together the title is understood as 
“Son of God.” Speaking to Mary the angel said, “So the holy one to be 
born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 
 

“S” identifies soter, which translates “Savior.” Recall the words, 
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you” (Luke 2:11). 

 

So what does all this mean?  It reminds us, as it did the early believers, that 
Jesus is the Christ, the very Son of God, and our Savior. As a perfect man, His 
name is “Jesus.” As the “Christ,” He is the anointed Messiah. As the “Son of 
God,” He is eternal. And, as “Savior,” He is the one who redeems us from the 
penalty of sin and gives us eternal life. So, when you see the fish symbol, let it 
remind you that this is the season in which we celebrate the day when Jesus 
Christ, the very Son of God, came to be our Savior. The fish is truly a symbol of 
the season — a sign of the time — Christmastime! 
 

Wishing you and your families a wonderful Christmas! God bless all of you. 


